
 
 

VBMA educators created this lesson plan. 
 

Museum Stories 
November 25, 2020 

 
Michael Goldberg, Still Life with Onion Rolls, 1956, Oil and tape on canvas 

 
This week, Museum Stories is about bright swirling colors! Take a few minutes to watch 
the short video.  
 
LOOK 
Does the title of this painting, Still Life with Onion Rolls, make you think of yummy food 
at Thanksgiving? What tasty thing do you like to eat with your family? Do you see a roll 
or bread in this painting? 
 
The artist, Michael Goldberg, painted an abstract painting. This means he did not paint 
things as they look in real life; instead, he used his imagination and focused on colors 
and shapes. What colors and shapes do you see in this painting? Does this look like a 
messy table after Thanksgiving dinner? Use your imagination and describe what you see 
in this painting. 
 
READ 

Our story this week is 10 Fat Turkeys by Tony Johnston. This book teaches children 
to count backwards through the use of a silly rhyming story. Children will 
love the hilarious story about ten goofy turkeys and their silly antics: 
swinging from a vine, strutting on a boar, doing a noodle dance and more. 
It’s a story they’ll want to hear over and over again! If you don’t have this book, 
take a few minutes to go read another story. 
 
MAKE 
Follow along with the video to make your own turkey with handprints. 


